
The Frontline: LGBTI Equality and Accession to The
EU

With the current state of LGBTI rights in Central Europe, highlighted most
recently by the Serbian government’s anti-democratic instrumentalising of
LGBTI people in an effort to try to stop EuroPride in Belgrade, how does this
kind of backsliding play into the accession process? And what about
countries like Ukraine, where LGBTI rights have barely been on the
governmental agenda – what are the opportunities to be gained by
candidacy for joining the EU?
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In this two-part episode of The Frontline podcast, presented by Belinda Dear, we’re looking at the new wave of
accession to the European Union and what it will mean for LGBTI people.

With the recent news that Ukraine and Moldova are now candidates to the EU, the topic of EU accession is on the
radar again, while Western Balkan countries such as Serbia, North Macedonia and Montenegro have been going
through the process for some years now, and Turkey not acceded since its application in 1987.

With the current state of LGBTI rights in Central Europe, highlighted most recently by the Serbian government’s
anti-democratic instrumentalising of LGBTI people in an effort to try to stop EuroPride in Belgrade, how does this
kind of backsliding play into the accession process? And what about countries like Ukraine, where LGBTI rights
have barely been on the governmental agenda? What are the opportunities to be gained by candidacy for joining
the EU?

To discuss these questions and more, we’re joined by former member of European Parliament, Marije Cornelissen,
who has worked extensively on the accession process, Lenny Emson from Kyiv Pride in Ukraine, Anastasia
Danilova from GENDERDOC-M in Moldova, and Danijel Kalezi?, who worked for years as the Executive Director of
Queer Montenegro, but has now become the Co-director of ERA, the LGBTI Equal Rights Association for the
Western Balkans and Turkey . We’re also joined by our Advocacy Director, Katrin Hugendubel to talk about ILGA-
Europe’s deep and long-term experience of working on accession countries, which has been happening for 25
years now.

Listen below or click here to listen and subscribe to The Frontline on your favourite podcast platform.
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The frontline: Navigating Change as an LGBTI Activist

This episode of our podcast features an enlightening conversation about navigating change as an activist, between
ILGA-Europe’s Executive Director Evelyne Paradis and Natia Gvianishvili*, who […]

read more
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The Frontline: Mapping LGBTI Rights in Europe
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Every year, Rainbow Europe ranks all 49 European countries based on the laws and policies in each to ensure
equal rights and protection for LGBTI […]

read more
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The frontline: LGBTI People and the War in Ukraine
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At ILGA-Europe we recognise that the war is not going to be a short-term situation for vulnerable people in Ukraine,
Russia, neighbouring countries, and all […]

read more
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The frontline: How LGBTI Activism Can Be Supported
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One thing is always clear, no activist or activism organisation can work alone, and the work needs support. But
where can that support be found, […]

read more
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The Frontline: Empowering LGBTI Activists in a Changing World
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To introduce our new series on empowering LGBTI activism, Bjorn Van Roozendaal from ILGA-Europe talks about
the priorities of our work with activists in a […]

read more
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The Frontline: Countering the Rise of State LGBT-phobia in Poland
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We talk to Polish activist Slava Melnyk from KPH (Campaign Against Homophobia) about how the situation has
come to a head in the aftermath of […]

read more
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The Frontline: Bulgaria and the Spread of European Anti-LGBTI Populism
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“Attitudes towards LGBTI people are changing and changing fast,” says activist, Lilly Dragoeva from the Sofia-
based Billitis Foundation, in this episode of The Frontline, which […]

read more
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Joining us to talk about the reality of queer activism in the current context, the good sides and bad, are ILGA-
Europe’s Programmes Director, Bjorn van […]

read more
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Hope and the LGBTI Movement in 2021
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It was a year of further lockdowns, of new strains of the COVID virus, and the uncertainty they have brought, and
most of all, enormous […]

read more
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The Frontline: The LGBTI Activist Wellbeing Challenge
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While a number organisations and groups have already taken concrete steps to address wellbeing, there’s no
golden rule on how to approach these challenges. In […]

read more
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