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Forced Out: LGBT People in Azerbaijan

Report, Legal Protection, Anti-discrimination, Azerbaijan, Family, Gender Identity

This joint ILGA-Europe and COC report is the first of its kind to be published about same-sex relationships and
LGBT people in Azerbaijan. It explores identities, common human rights violations, the landscape of LGBT
organising, health and HIV/AIDS, and relevant legal aspects. It also provides recommendations to the Azerbaijani
government, donors, LGBT activists and international organisations.

Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people are not invisible in the predominantly Muslim Azerbaijani society.
Tens of transgender sex workers go into the main street of the capital city Baku every night, prominent showbiz
figures barely hide their sexual orientation, mass media gives more space every day to the subject of sexual
orientation and gender identities. And yet one should not be misled by this relative visibility: there is a price of
estrangement from family, bullying, social exclusion, discrimination, blackmailing and hate crimes attached to it.
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