ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION OF LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANS,
AND INTERSEX PEOPLE COVERING THE PERIOD OF JANUARY TO DECEMBER 2020

A note on data collection and presentation
This is our tenth Annual Review and we always strive to develop our rigorous data collection system. However, a number
of limitations remain.
The use of terminology around LGBTI issues is often not harmonised across Europe and Central Asia. Nonetheless, all
information within the Annual Review has been verified using original documents and the best available local knowledge.
Where possible, information was checked against institutional and national reports, and reliable news sources.
For comparative reasons, the language within the Annual Review has been kept in line with ILGA-Europe’s standards,
and moves away from country-specific legal terms that may have a different meaning elsewhere. At the same time, we
respected the variety of terms used by LGBTI communities to self-identify in different countries. For example, this is why
the Annual Review does not exclusively refer to LGBTI, but also to ‘LGBT’, ‘LGBTQ’ and other formulations.
Of course, the Annual Review cannot cover every development in all 54 countries in intricate detail. When the
development was not adequately reported, or the reports were confusing or contradictory, ILGA-Europe verified them with
national experts’ inputs. They are independent human rights defenders or legal experts in each country.
We have also collaborated with regional LGBTI NGO’s for their expertise on particular sub-regions or specific work areas
such as trans rights, intersex rights or rainbow families. In this unprecedented period, country experts run the extra mile
while navigating lockdowns, personal losses, community emergencies, additional workloads and stress, and/or loss of
funding. We hope this Annual Review reflects the difficult year so many of our frontline LGBTI activists have had.

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS? REACH US OUT AT INFO@ILGA-EUROPE.ORG
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